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DUKE SCHOOL COMMUNITY COMMITMENT
The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. 
COVID-19 is an extremely contagious communicable illness and is believed to spread mainly from person-to-person 
interactions. As such, responsibilities for public health are shared by all.

The Duke School Community Commitment, including an Acknowledgment of Responsibilities and an Assumption of 
Risk, is a direct extension of our core values. The goal of the Commitment is to create an environment to maximize 
comfort working and learning in person during a pandemic. Personal responsibility and care for all is crucial to 
establishing the trust necessary to come together.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF RESPONSIBILITIES

By signing the Duke School Community Commitment, you acknowledge and agree that in order to remain enrolled at 
Duke School, Duke School expects families and students to abide by all expectations put forth by Duke School in its 
efforts to limit the spread of COVID-19, including not only the current expectations set forth below, but also additional 
expectations that may be established by Duke School in the future as circumstances change.

1. Complete a daily pre-visit check using the Base Camp Health Ascend questionnaire and agree not 
to bring your child to campus if they are feeling ill, have been in contact with anybody who is ill with 
COVID-19 or under self-quarantine, or exhibiting any of the symptoms described in the Return to 
School Policies document.

2. Consider self-identifying to Duke School if your child (or household contact like a caregiver, parent/
guardian or grandparent) has a health condition that could put your child at higher risk from COVID-19, 
including by way of example the conditions listed below, so that we can discuss how best to keep your 
child as safe as possible:

3. Follow safety procedures and hygiene protocols as described in the Return to School Policies document, 
including the mandate that every student, teacher, staff and family member must wear a face mask or 
suitable alternative as described in Return to School Policies document when on campus.

4. Follow campus access expectations, including:

• Moderate to severe asthma,

• Compromised immune system,

• Severe obesity (body mass index of over 40),

• Other underlying medical conditions such as diabetes.

• Abiding by all communicated and posted movement and gathering limits,

• Entering and exiting buildings only through designated points,

• Limiting your on-campus presence to what is absolutely necessary for educational and 
business purposes
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1. Agree that your child will be subject to a screening every school day to enter school and will be sent home 
should they test above 100.0 degrees Fahrenheit, triggering COVID-19 health protocols outlined in Return 
to School Policies document.

2. Inform the school health professional should you or anyone in your household receive a positive test for 
COVID-19, so that the school can follow guidance from local health authorities, communicate as necessary 
while also respecting your privacy, and so that the school can implement the protocols described in 
the Return to School Policies document. In addition to a known exposure to someone with COVID-19, 
household member with COVID-19 symptoms warrants staying home until that person has a test result 
determined.

3. Follow NCDHSS protocols for quarantining should you be exposed to COVID-19, or have a confirmed or 
suspected case as described in the Return to School Policies document.

4. As a family, our entire household will comply with the recommended best practices that will mitigate 
the spread of COVID-19, both at school and at home. What we all do in our personal lives can have a 
significant impact on classmates, teachers, other families, and the ability of our school to continue on 
campus. For all of us to keep each other safe and help ensure the quickest “return to a new normal,” we 
agree to a common baseline understanding of the steps we will all take during this time for the greater 
good. We understand that some will do more, and some will do a little less than we will. But the common 
understanding is what we will support with compassion and kindness. We will comply by answering in the 
affirmative to these questions:

• Every member of my household three years of age and older wears masks when out in public.

• My family maintains a distance of 6 feet from others.

• My family restricts our social circle to avoid creating a larger network of close contacts.

• My family continues to stay safer-at-home as much as possible.

• My family refrains from traveling to high risk areas across the country. 

• Every member of my family washes hands frequently.

• My family will do its best to refrain from engaging in high-risk exposure activities (see Return 
to School Policies Appendix on page 17).

• My family endeavors to maintain the mindset that everyone in our school community will do 
their best and that even our best may include missteps or create risk.

The above parent/guardian and student responsibilities are based upon the most current available guidance, 
including, but not limited to the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services’s Public Health Toolkit    
(K-12), and guidance from the Centers for Disease Control (“CDC”) for operating schools in the current environment. 
As circumstances and/or guidance may change in the future, you understand and agree that these parent/guardian 
and student responsibilities will also need to change accordingly in the future. Thus, another important parent/
guardian and student responsibility will be to abide by all future expectations established by Duke School.


